Parish of St Joseph & St Margaret Clitherow, Bracknell         
Minutes of the Parish Pastoral Council Meeting

      Wednesday 13 January 2016, 7.15pm in the Church Hall

For actions arising, please refer to the Action list at the end of this document

Present: Fr Danny, Ozohu Adoh, Louise Birley, Ann Burke, Sharon Elliott-Walker, Bernadette Fisher, Peter Hancock, Maria Illingworth, Theresa McDougall, Marion McGuire, Mary McNab, Rita McNicholas-Gumm, Jan McTague, Bernard O’Neill, John Rodger, Claudia Wing
1  Welcome 

Mary took the chair and welcomed everybody to the meeting.  Mary asked everyone to remember in their prayers: Maura, recovering from surgery and Simon, Susan, Nicholas and Claire, who have recently welcomed the safe arrival of baby Hannah.
Fr. Danny took the opportunity to explain that with Maura stepping down from her two-year tenure as Chair of our PPC, Bernadette Fisher has agreed to take on the role going forward.  Fr. Danny thanked Maura for the incredible job she has done and everyone agreed that tremendous progress has been made in the parish on many levels under Maura’s leadership.  Maura has agreed to lead the Contemplative Life team.

Fr. Danny also thanked Bernadette for stepping forward into the important role of PPC Chair within our parish.

Fr. Danny welcomed two new faces to the PPC meeting: Ozohu Adoh and John Rodger.

2  Prayer and Formation

Fr. Danny read a prayer by John Shea: ‘The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass’.  Claudia then read from ‘Year in Year out – Make Cheese Not War’ by Pax Christi which we reflected upon for a short time in pairs.

3  Apologies 

Apologies were received from Ellie Clark, Terri Hinton, Maura Holt, Shaun Howard, Simon Mwanje.
4  Approval of the Minutes from the meeting of the 11 November 2015 

It was agreed that the minutes of the previous meeting were a fair and accurate record.

5 Actions arising from the minutes
9/03:  Discussions continue regarding the provision of Sunday Mass at St. Margaret Clitherow Academy.  Ongoing.
10/01:  Application forms have been sent to those who have shown interest.  On-going.
10/02:
Given what Fr. Danny said at the November meeting, Maura decided not to contact Fr. PJ.  The role of Parish Youth Worker as opposed to Pastoral Area Youth Worker is a very different proposition and will require further discussion by the Education and Formation team at their next meeting on 17 January 2016.  With Kenneth standing down as Chair of this team it is hoped that he will have more time to focus on our young people.  On-going.

10/03:  The second Dementia Friends session hosted by our Church took place on 19 November 2015 and to date 25 people have attended the two sessions helping to raise awareness of dementia in our parish.  Maura attended the meeting of the Bracknell Forest Dementia Action Alliance (BFDAA) on 1 December 2015 and it was decided then to form a sub-committee to look a transport concerns to see what more can be done to provide transport options on a Sunday for those with dementia and their carers who don’t have an independent means of transport.  The sub-committee, of which Maura is a member, has requested a meeting with Courtney Coaches prior to the next BFDAA meeting on 16 February 2016.  A Berkshire-wide Dementia Action Alliance (DAA) working group will meet together for the first time on 8 February 2016.  This will enable DAA’s to network and share best practice.  Maura hopes to attend that meeting.  On-going.

Furthermore, it has come to light that we have a couple of parishioners who are ‘licensed’ to drive the ‘Keep Mobile’ mini-buses.  New Action: 1/01.
11/01:  Meeting to take place on 14 January 2016.  On-going.

11/02:  No progress at all from BFBC.  Awaiting numbers/direction from central government regarding number of refugees to expect in Bracknell and when.  The Justice and Peace (J&P) team will continue to look at ways to support refugees including the possibility of renting a house.  Louise remarked that none of the refugees are Christian and could we also consider some action from the church to support Christian refugees.  On-going.

11/03:  The J&P team will meet on 14 January 2016 to discuss proposals for inviting parishioners to have a 'Chat for charity' which is intended to help better understand the issues that they feel need to be addressed in the local area. Maria suggested sending out an email to the parents of children at St Margaret Clitherow Academy and Bernadette will contact Maria, Anne and Claudia to discuss this and other ideas further, once the J&P group have reviewed the proposals. On-going.

Continuing on the discussion regarding evangelisation, John distributed some leaflets produced by the Catholic Truth Society (CTS) which are aimed at those people wanting to know more about the Catholic faith or indeed those wanting to deepen their understanding.  John suggested that we look at new ways of evangelising.  A CTS ‘stand’ displaying leaflets/books in the porch has been discussed in the past.  This, and other ideas for evangelisation, are actions that the New Evangelisation team could look at taking forward.  New Action: 1/02
11/04:  The joint schools Carol Concert took place on Thursday 17 December 2015 and was a great success.  Action closed.
Peter suggested that perhaps next year, flyers could be given out by some of the children with their lanterns to passer’s by telling them the Christmas Mass times.
11/05:  The tremendous offering of £1086.54 was raised for the ‘Friends of the Holy Land’.  Action closed.
11/06:  Parish Mission date: rescheduled to 22 April – 7 May 2017.  Action closed.
6  AOB

· Louise asked if there was any possibility of showing the hymns and common prayers on a screen during Mass; in that it would enable everyone to feel included and unites the congregation with people raising their heads in song and prayer.  Fr. Danny reported that this is a project that we are definitely looking to implement, with a minimum of two screens in the church plus a digital display in a new re-vamped porch.
· Louise asked if any thought had been put into a parish pilgrimage to the Cathedral during the Year of Mercy.  Louise agreed to look into organising a day trip to Portsmouth.  New Action 1/03.
· Peter reported that the church shop is holding a 50% off everything sale in an effort to reduce the amount of stock we are holding.  Furthermore, our Bamenda representative – Chris White – will be visiting Bamenda this year and will take some of the excess stock with him to distribute to families there.  Peter also suggested that some of the stock could be selected to be taken to our Sick and Housebound.  New Action 1/04.
· Peter asked that all PPC members think about a Lenten Project to support this year and to email him by 3 February 2016 at the latest with any suggestions.  A smaller sub-committee will then make a decision on which cause to support.  New Action 1/05.
· Peter asked for a volunteer to replace Nicki Craggs on the Appeals sub-committee.  Many thanks to Ozohu for stepping forward.
· Shaun reported, via Mary, following feedback from Fr. Danny that the banner ‘Come Home for Christmas’ displaying the Mass times, together with the Christmas message from Fr. Danny, plus the Mass times given to each child at both primary schools as well as the same announcement on Bracknell Streetview resulted in an increase in numbers attending the four Christmas Masses.  The Diocese paid for the banner (through Living our Faith) with no cost to the parish.  
· Night Shelter Update: Excellent feedback was received from David Chalmers- Brown of Pilgrim Hearts following our first night running the shelter.  He wrote, “You had some excellent volunteers who got on with what had to be done in fine style….and the food was first rate.”  Thank you to everyone on the rota.  Theresa also reported that the numbers are increasing.
· Our Church hosted an event organised by the Bracknell Faith and Belief Forum on 18 November 2015 during what is known as ‘Interfaith Week’.  The subject was ‘Freedom of Speech: Freedom and Respect in the aftermath of the Charlie Hebdo shootings in Parish.  There were speakers from the Buddhist, Christian, Muslim, Baha’i and Jewish faith communities and opportunities for discussion and networking.  It was very well attended with approximately 80 people there representing a large cross-section of the Bracknell community.  The Bracknell Faith and Belief Forum is very grateful to Fr. Danny for providing the venue for the event and the Chair - Madeline Diver – remarked on the very positive feedback that she had received.
· Called and Gifted Workshop – taking place in our parish on 4/5 March 2016.  More information about this will be advertised in the coming weeks.
· WYD2016 Fundraising: Potential cake sale before Lent on the weekend of 6/7 February 2016.  The Education and Formation team will discuss this further at their meeting on 17 January 2016.
· Caroline Virgo from Caritas Portsmouth has produced a set of materials on human trafficking for parish groups and is looking for volunteers who might be willing to run a Lenten Group.  The J&P team will discuss this at their next meeting on 14 January 2016.
7  Closing Prayer 
Father Danny led the closing prayer.
PPC ACTION LIST

	
	What
	Who
	When



	9/03
	Continue discussions regarding the provision of Sunday Mass at St Margaret Clitherow Academy 

	Fr. Danny / Maria / David
	Update next meeting

	10/01
	Meet when application forms have been received.

	Peter and Sub-committee.
	Update next meeting

	10/02
	Re-visit role/focus of Youth Worker

	Claudia and Education and Formation Team
	Update next meeting 

	10/03
	Continue to research ways in which we can be a dementia friendly Church.

 
	Maura
	Update next meeting

	11/01
	Arrange meeting of WYD2016 Pilgrims and their Parents.

	Mary
	Update next meeting

	11/02
	Feedback from BFBC Meeting re: Supporting Refugees.

	Trevor
	Update next meeting

	11/03
	Start to formulate a plan/process to reach out to the isolated/disconnected.

	Bernadette / Anne / Maria / Claudia
	Update next meeting

	1/01
	Find out who in our parish is ‘licensed’ to drive the Keep Mobile buses

	Maura
	Update next meeting

	1/02
	Look at CTS literature and investigate other ways evangelising


	John / New Evangelisation Team


	Update next meeting

	1/03
	Organise Year of Mercy pilgrimage to St John’s Cathedral in Portsmouth

	Louise / Mary
	Update next meeting

	1/04
	Stock from church shop to be carefully selected for our Sick and Housebound parishioners to receive

	Peter / Maura
	Update next meeting

	1/05
	All members to consider and suggest a cause for our Lenten Project 2016


	All
	By Wednesday 3 February 2016


