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Parish of St Joseph & St Margaret Clitherow, Bracknell 
Minutes of the Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Wednesday 13th April, 7.15pm in the Church Hall 

For actions arising, please refer to the Action list at the end of this document  
Present: Fr Danny, Ozohu Adoh, Louise Birley, Ann Burke, Lorraine Christie, Ellie Clark, Serafina Delmondo, Bernadette Fisher, Anne Gibbons, Peter Hancock, Terri Hinton, Shaun Howard, Trevor Keeling, Maura Holt, Kenneth Maimo, Theresa McDougall, Rita McNicholas-Gumm, Marion McGuire, Simon Mwanje, John Rodger, Jan McTague, Marie-Danielle Tichbon, Charlie Roberts, Claudia Wing, Chris White, John Weeks  
1. Welcome  
 Bernadette took the chair and welcomed everyone to the meeting.    2.  Prayer and Formation  Father Danny played ‘Be Thou My Vison’ by The Brothers Frantzich.  3.  Apologies  Apologies were received from Bernard O’Neill, Mary McNab and Maria Illingworth.  4.  Approval of Minutes from the meeting of 17th February 2016   The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a fair and accurate record with the addition of the phrase, 'and general life,' under point 4, item 8 on page 4, regarding the Life House.  5. Multiscreens   Father Danny opened the discussion.  He said that the Bishop was in favour of new methods of evangelisation and the long-term plan was to transform the porch area, simplifying the present jumble of information by using a screen to display news items. It could be updated regularly to display fresh information.  The intention was to transform the church and entrance porch into a place of evangelisation that could be visited and experienced at all times, regardless of whether there was a service taking place or not. For passers-by and for parishioners it would therefore become the notice board.  The idea for the porch and the shop, as an integral part of this, would be to make it more of a meeting place, with screen(s) streamlining and replacing the notice board, linked to the Parish website and receiving continuous updates. The shop would therefore need to reduce its stock and although it would continue to have seasonal items, its main purpose would be to provide educational material and be a source of high-quality formation.  



2 
 

The idea for the church would be primarily to use the screens for the Liturgy and hymns, eventually replacing books.  In their own homes, parishioners would be able to, a) download notices, prayers, reflections, articles, events etc, and b) receive live streaming of services such as Sunday Mass.   The discussion that followed was wide ranging and the issues raised are summarised on Note 1, attached. It was also suggested that before any commitment is made, the PPC and parishioners would probably like to see and comment on a visualisation of what the screens would look like in situ.   Father Danny asked everyone to ponder on the proposal and to let Bernadette know of any issues or concerns before the next meeting on May 11th as we will keep this matter under review. New Action: 4/01.  6. Bamenda Projects update   Chris White updated the PPC on the talks he had given over Lent and his recent visit to Bamenda on behalf of our parish. He said he would like to introduce a Friends of Bamenda Society to meet regularly and talk about the issues and find out how we can help and what skills might be needed. He spoke about the importance of us all becoming more aware of what is happening between the two Dioceses and invited any who have not seen the video, to view it on the Parish website. This is wonderful work and Chris would like to cement even stronger links between our parish and Bamenda and is open to any suggestions as to how this can be achieved. There seem to be two main avenues at the moment: Friends of Bamenda and school twinning.   a) Friends of Bamenda seeks to bring together like minded people who can get together to look how we can bring our expertise, relationships and prayers for the benefit of this relationship. This is not chiefly about raising money although this could be one of the outputs.   New Action 4/02 - Chris agreed to put together some words for the newsletter inviting those of the parish to join Friends of Bamenda.  b) A very effective method of bringing Bamenda into the collective consciousness may be through school twinning.  Representatives from Portsmouth schools have already spent time with children in their classrooms and some strong relationships already exist, taking a number of forms, e.g. sharing expertise, pupils communicating with each other, supplementing the curriculum etc.  In the past, school members have visited Bamenda and shared gifts. Father Danny said he was especially keen to develop the relational aspects of Bamenda and liked the idea of twinning pupils e.g. pen pals, which will be explored further for St Josephs' and Margaret Clitherow. Chris added that many schools, up to 30, predominantly primary schools in Bamenda diocese, would be available for twinning.  The importance of building caring relationships was emphasised – children actually have a lot in common, for example their interest in football.    
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The next steps are for the Bamenda Portsmouth Committee to appoint a representative to engage with St Joseph and St Margaret Clitherow schools. Together with the Bamenda Portsmouth Committee, Chris White will identify candidate schools in Cameroon, to be considered. Father Danny expressed an interest in a youth member joining the next trip and Chris will also take this to the Bamenda Portsmouth Committee. The forthcoming visit of Archbishop Cornelius to the UK will also be investigated to see if he might visit St Josephs and St Margaret Clitherow. New Action: 4/03.   Maura asked for feedback on how the results of the fund-raising will be spent and Chris explained that there had been problems with the land owner on the proposed site for the health centre but in fact, there are now plans to build a bigger health centre on parish land.  7. Review of Action List from Previous Meeting  11/03: The Listening Project: The flyer had been sent out with pre Easter school mailing but as no response had been received, there is now a need to review how to involve parishioners in this initiative. Action – ongoing.  1/03: Organisation of the Year of Mercy pilgrimage to Portsmouth and Abingdon has been completed. The Pilgrimage to Abingdon has been booked for Sat 23 July, 2016 and a Pilgrimage to Portsmouth has been booked for Saturday, 3rd September, 2016. Action closed.  Maura also informed the meeting that there is an information Road show with Fr John Cooke on Tuesday 3rd May, if enough people are interested in joining the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes which is from 19th – 26th August; at present six people have signed up and more parishioners would be very welcome.   2/01: It was agreed that the minutes of the Education and Formation meetings should be circulated to PPC members. Action closed.  2/02:  Ken gave a brief update on progress of re structuring and re focusing the new youth group. This will be presented more fully at the next PPC and include:  1. Structure /platform defined and needs identified (web presence, communication media/leadership)  2. Goals, Objectives and Key deliverables with key pillars including: A) Youth Infrastructure B) Community (Presence and outreach) C) Events and Recreational activities D) Faith Challenge E) Music and Entertainment  3. Virtual leadership team defined, virtual teams ascribed to each virtual leader based on expressed interests by respective leaders exclusively. 
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4. Leaders take ownership, adopt and adopt drive assigned goal pillar which is assignment based on expressed interest, youth group representatives under the stewardship of Kenneth, facilitate needs and leadership discussions.  The PPC is asked to consider a request for an Air hockey and table football (identified as items that will be of interest to girls as most recreational items seem to appeal more to boys - ping pong and Xbox). New Action: 4/04.  2/03: Maura reported that ‘Dementia Action Alliance’ information had been uploaded to the Parish website. Simon has kindly uploaded the ‘Working to become Dementia friendly’ logo to the parish website along with the link to ‘Bracknell Forest  Dementia Action Alliance (DAA)’: www.dementiaaction.org.uk/local_alliances/8590_bracknell_forest_dementia_action_alliance  Action closed.  Maura told the meeting that Viki Rowland is the newly appointed BF DAA Coordinator and at Tuesday’s DAA meeting, it was agreed to have a particular focus for future meetings on the retail environment of the new Lexicon Shopping Centre Bracknell opening in 2017, transport and leisure. Maura recommended that prior to any work/improvements being carried out to our public spaces – Church, Hall - we should ensure that we are following dementia friendly guidelines and that our Church and Hall are accessible and inclusive.  Being a Dementia friendly Church will more than likely result in our being a disability friendly and family friendly one too. We need to encourage and strengthen the participation of all people whatever their ability or disability. Maura expressed the view that having disabled toilets should be a priority in our church.  This was raised several years ago and the lack of them means that disabled parishioners, those with mobility problems and the frail elderly, sometimes do not come to social events, including teas and coffees after Mass, because of this issue.  Peter and father Danny agreed that this should be regarded as a priority and that plans will be drawn up to accommodate a disabled toilet and baby changing facilities  New action: 4/05.  2/04: Bernadette has written to the Knights of St. Columba inviting them to join us for the Bangers and Bingo evening on April 23rd. Action closed.  2/05: John has very kindly provided a display CTS literature in the porch for which Fr Danny and the PPC would like to thank him. Action Closed.   2/06: Bernard is now living in Liverpool, so Trevor will take the JPSR chair for the moment.  Action closed.  The mission statement has been re written and is much simpler. The JPSR group would be keen to help with the Night Shelter next year and were also hoping to organise a day time ‘drop in’ to help with marginalised people around Bracknell.  This will aim to provide a focus for people who may be unemployed, have mental 
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health problems or suffer from autism, as examples, and the group hopes eventually to also help with refugees. The JPSR team will meet every two months and copies of all meeting minutes will be circulated to all PPC members. The next meeting will be on Monday 25th April. Trevor’s phone number is 07768320434 for any who are interested in attending.  2/07: Night Shelter - Father Danny said that this had been a tremendous success although it had not proved possible to extend this informally. There was widespread support to repeat this initiative this coming winter although it is uncertain whether Pilgrim Hearts will have sufficient funding and manpower to contribute in the same way.     2/08: The Sion Mission - Father Danny suggested that this action be cancelled for the time being as there are so many other initiatives that demand out time. Action closed.  2/09: A summary of the yearend Financial Accounts had been circulated by Peter and any input should be sent to him.   2/10: Father Danny asked the JPSR team to find a CAFOD representative from among them if at all possible.    Marion, our Parish Safeguarding Representative, raised the issue that all volunteers in parish activities involving children, young people and vulnerable adults must ensure that they have an up to date DBS certificate before they commence their ministry. Marion also observed that a large number of parish volunteers attended the children and young people and/or vulnerable adult safeguarding training in March 2014 and so will all need by March 2017, to attend refresher training. New Action: 4/06.  Jan gave us some good news from the SVP.  Grace now has a house and the SVP together with Mark Griffiths are helping with furniture, etc.  Mary’s email as Pastoral Assistant is now: bracknellpa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  Theresa produced an amazing chocolate cake for Father Danny’s birthday the next day and we all signed a card and sang ‘Happy Birthday’.  8.  Closing Prayer  Father Danny led the closing prayer. 
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PPC ACTION LIST 
 What Who When  
11/03 Review strategy of using flyer to recruit parishioners to Chat for Charity  

Bernadette / Anne / Maria / Claudia Update next meeting 

2/02 New structure for Youth Group  Kenneth Present at next PPC meeting   
2/10 Appoint a CAFOD parish representative  

Trevor Keeling and JSPR Update next meeting 

4/01  Review installation of screens in porch and church   
All members of PPC Raise issues before the next PPC on May 11th 

4/02 Provide copy for the newsletter inviting parishioners to join Friends of Bamenda  

Chris White  Update at next PPC meeting  

4/03 a) Bamenda Portsmouth Committee to appoint a representative engage with this parish; b) identify candidate schools for twinning; c) a youth member to join the next Bamenda trip; d) visit of Archbishop Cornelius to this parish   

Chris White Update next PPC meeting 

4/04  Purchase an Air hockey and table football for Youth group PPC  PPC input and decision at next PPC meeting  
4/05 Plans for disabled toilet and baby changing facilities to be drawn up   

Peter Hancock/John Cole  Update at the next meeting  
4/06  Circulation of list of parish groups with volunteer lists for safeguarding status to be reviewed  

Marion McGuire  Update at next meeting  

 


